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‘'m delighted to tell you that the first ever Cruise

International Awards were a huge success!
More than 100 people attended, including a

smattering of celebs; it was all filmed by the Travel

Channel for Cruise Today (you can watch the

broadcast in December); and the winners walked

away with a clutch of prizes.
Of course, none of that would have been
possible without you the reader embracing the

The Cruise
International
Awards

were a huge

idea of an awards in the first place - and casting an
astonishing 180,000 votes in the process. So thank
you for your support - and | look forward to doing it all again next year!

You can read all about the event and see the pictures from the afternoon and
a list of winners from page 30.

Elsewhere in this issue we're looking at far-flung destinations - those places
which really fire the imagination, many of which are best seen from the deck of
a ship. Places like Alaska, the Panama Canal, Fiji, Tahiti, Hong Kong, Seoul and
Bangkok, all of which are featured in our special section from page 59.

We're staying a bit closer to home for our river cruises this issue. Contributing
editor Sue Bryant takes her kids on board a Uniworld cruise down the Rhine and
Main on page 90; and for a full Christmas Markets round-up plus special offers
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A Sydney-based
journalist and
photographer, Rod
has been a fan of
cruising ever since
his first shipboard
experience on P&0’s
Himalaya in1971.
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and sailings turn to page 94.

Adam Coulter, Editor

adam.coulter@cruise-international.com

Sara Macefield has
been writing about
travel for more than
20 years, but nailed
| her colours to the
mast five years ago
when she started to
»5a write about cruising.

L Vivien specialises
in luxury cruises,
hotels, islands and
literary-inspired

g adventures. Sheis
currently compiling a
book on the fine art
of cruising.

Emma has visited
more than 253
places in 47
countries; some
were o obscure
her mapping
software didn't |
recognise them!
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A one-off voyage departing from Southampton, through the Caribbean and Panama
Canal, along the west coast of the USA to Alaska and back again in 72 days is the trip
of a lifetime. From flying in a helicopter over the Montserrat volcano to navigating
glacier-lined fjords in Alaska, it guarantees some unforgettable experiences

Main College Fjord, Alaska
Right Releasing baby turtles
in Acapulco Far right The
active Soufriere Hills Volcano
in Montserrat

WORDS EMMA FREEMAN
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Although we all enjoyed the Caribbean stops, where
each island was surprisingly different to the next, and
the wonders of South America, almost everyone agreed
that we were most looking forward to the Alaska

bit, the only part of the cruise that was completely

sold out. The older people on board are aware that

if P&O didn’t take them there, in disabled-friendly,

no fly comfort, they’d never see such places. This is
not classified as an ‘expedition cruise’, per se, but it is
significantly more adventurous than your average P&O
jaunt, and comes with the comfort, style and elegance
that only P&O can provide.

The last wilderness

Alaska is truly breathtaking. There is no camera with a
lens wide enough to do justice to the sheer magnitude
of its beauty. I’ve been further away from home but

T'd never felt this far away before. This is the last
wilderness; the most unspoilt place on Earth apart from
the Poles. People live here, but they are barely a dot on
the landscape. There are no roads — the only access is
by air or sea. Leaving Ketchikan, you can see where the
road stops and the Tongass National Forest starts. It
just stops. From here, you walk, row, paddle or fly (no
boat engine noise is allowed — we’re not even allowed
announcements on deck while we’re here). This is
nature at its most basic and untouched.
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P8O Arcadia

Ketchikan, we took a trip in a seaplane, flying
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. The water was mirror still and deathly cold.

ITINERARY Southampton
to Southampton, via Alaska
DURATION 72 days
WHAT MAKES IT
DIFFERENT Being able to
travel to the wilds of Alaska
-and back - without setting
foot ona plane
WHO THE CRUISE
WOULD SUIT People with

plenty of time on their hands;

infirm or elderly

VISAS None needed for UK
passport holders

WHAT TO TAKE Where to
start? Hot weather clothes -
shorts, swinnming costume,
flip flops etc; cold weather
clothes: fleece, anorak,
Jeans; formal wear: Black tie/
ballgowns, evening dress,
cocktall dress

GUIDE PRICE AND
WHAT'S INCLUDED IN
2012 Arcadia embarks on
a109-night 'Grand Odyssey’
cruise from 9 January to

27 April; prices start at
£9449 per person for two
adults sharing an inside
stateroom, based on original

brachure grices

Everglades were fairly straightforward but, at

Los Angeles, they insisted on fingerprinting and
photographing everyone and made us stand and
queue for hours with no access to seating, food,
water or toilets. In total it took nine and a half hours
for the whole ship. We made the papers back in the
UK and the uproar resulted in us staying an extra day
in Los Angeles.

Still, our journey back via the East Coast featuring

Orlando, Charleston, Newport, Boston (including

a fascinating trip to Salem) and two days in New

York was very enjoyable. In Manhattan we did some
sightseeing and then shopped our way through Macy’s
(they had a sale on, it would have been rude not to)
and had a hot-dog in Central Park afterwards to refuel.
Heading home across the Atlantic, we stuck to the Gulf
Stream so the weather was sublime. Indeed, we were
blessed with astonishingly good weather the entire
trip. I think it rained three times in 73 days, and one
of those was when passing through the Panamanian
rainforest, so that doesn’t count.

Will I ever have the chance to do a trip like this

again? I doubt it. Would I if I could? In a heartbeat.
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